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Mr I Asprey
Chairmman

Millwall Supporters Club

21 September 20009

[ear Mr Asproy

Thank vour letter of 2™ September about Radia 5 live’s coverage of the incidents
surrounding the West Ham v Millwall Carling Cup te

I am glad vou leel the news coverage reported the events accurately and thank vou for
taking part in our programmes,

[ am sorry that yvou found our interview with the person known as “Tony™
inappropriaie. Covering [oothall hoolivanism is clearly a sensitive 1ssue and we have
to strike a difficult balance. In no way do we wanl lo condone cominal activily and 1
think the guestioning during the mterview made elear that we did not do so, However,
T think there is a value in allowing people o understand better the mentality of those
who cause such vislence — that is what the interview was designed to do. It was
certainly not broadcas! in pursuil of an anti-Millwall agenda and T am soeey if vou felt
it came across that way. However, [ am glad that you had an opporiunity 1o make vour
poinls aboul this on air and [ think our coverage as a whole made the averall pieture
clear.

[ think the events of 25™ August were sipnificant and justificd us Taising questions
aboul the level and sature of football hooliganism in 2009, However, I can assure you
that we will sirive 1o make sure we cover all clubs Tairly and not 1o prejudge stories
involving any particular tcam.

Yours sincerely
v
s i . !

Adrian ¥an Klaveren
Controller, BBC Radio 5 live & 5 live sports extra
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